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Chair’s Message
 Dr. Henry Buchwald authored an interesting article in the ACS Bulletin 
[Buchwald H. One surgeon’s principles. Bull Am Coll Surg. 2015 
May:100(5):54-56]. He reflects upon the principles that have guided his 
career. I believe they bear repeating here. 
1. It’s always your fault if a patient does not do well, even if they fall  
 out of bed.  
2. Postoperative complications can be solved intraoperatively. 
3. Gentleness, not speed, is the cardinal surgical virtue. 
4. A learning curve can take time but should not take lives.  
5. Venerate life.  
6. Be proud of your craft.  
7. Think creatively.  
8. Be of service to the community.  
9. Know where we are in our professional time continuum.  
10. Joy is in the process—the daily events of caring for patients, thinking about a new 
problem, and thinking anew about an old one, the unpredictability and ever-changing 
novelty of events, and the physical pleasure of working with your hands.
Military Surgery 
The American College of Surgeons has introduced a new discussion community for military 
surgeons. Dr. Margaret Knudson, who will be our visiting trauma professor in the fall, is 
coordinating this site. 
acscommunities.facs.org/communities/community-home?communitykey=e64c84de-
1519-4b3a-a6ef-ab02927fdc75&tab=groupdetails
Academic Surgical Congress 
The Academic Surgical Congress is accepting abstracts (deadline August 7). Abstracts  
accepted for presentation at the ASC are eligible for full manuscript submission to the 
Journal of Surgical Research (AAS) and Surgery (SUS). Manuscripts can be submitted to 
Surgery up until October 1, 2016. They are also establishing a new relationship with the  
Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA) wherein selective clinical and  
education related abstracts will be invited for manuscript submission to JAMA. 
Recruitment
We are recruiting for a minimally invasive surgeon. If you know of an appropriate candidate, 
please contact Kim Paul at kim.paul@wrightstatephysicians.org.  
Residents
2016 Resident Trauma Papers Competition 
The ACS COT 2016 Resident Trauma Paper Competition is accepting abstracts for the 
2016 Residents Trauma Papers Competition. This competition is open to ALL GENERAL 
SURGERY RESIDENTS. Abstracts may have been previously presented, but they are not 
eligible if they have been published as full papers prior to March 9, 2016. 
Winning residents will attend the Annual Meeting of the Committee on Trauma in San Diego, 
California. Regional winners are also expected to attend the Committee on Trauma Banquet 
on March 11, 2016, where winners of the national competition will be announced.  
Dr. McCarthy is judging the national paper competition.  
For further details, please go to: facs.org/trauma/regional.html. 




John W. Berry Jr. Vascular Surgery Lecture 
September 15-16, 2015 
Dr. Philip Paty 
Professor of Surgery Albany Medical College 
Chief of Vascular Surgery, St. Peter’s Hospital  
Medical Director of the Karmody Vascular 
Laboratory at Albany Medical Center.
Mary C. McCarthy, M.D., endowed 
Lectureship in Trauma Surgery 
October 28-29, 2015 
Dr. M. Margaret (Peggy) Knudson  
Professor of Surgery, University of California 
San Francisco 
San Francisco General Hospital and Trauma 
Center 
Medical Director, American College of 
Surgeons Military Health System Strategic 
Partnership
Committees
DoS Department Research Committee 
Meeting 
Friday, September 4, 7–8 a.m.
DoS faculty Meeting 
Friday, September 18, 7–8:30 a.m. 
All committee meetings are held at MVH, WCHE 
Building, 7th Floor, DOS Conference Room.
Save the Dates
ACS Clinical Congress WSuDoS Reception 
Monday, October 5, 2015 
6-8:30 p.m. 
Hilton Chicago  
DoS Staff Holiday Party 
December 4, 2015 
Noon–4 p.m. 
Location: Ladder 11
Department Holiday Party 
December 11, 2015, 7–10 p.m. 
Details forthcoming
Call for Abstracts
Southeastern Surgical Congress Annual 
Scientific Meeting  
Abstract deadline July 9, 2015 
sesc.org/aws/SESC/pt/sp/annualmeeting_ab-
stracts
Society of Critical Care Medicine  
Abstract deadline August 3, 2015 
sccm.org/Education-Center/Annual-Congress/
Abstracts/Pages/default.aspx
11th Annual Academic Surgical Congress  
Abstract deadline August 7, 2015 
academicsurgicalcongress.org
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WSu general Surgery Chiefs Awards/graduation Banquet  
Department of Surgery chief’s graduation and awards banquet was held on June 18, 2015, 
at the Nutter Center. Congratulations to all the chiefs! 










If you have any information you would like  
to share with the other members of the 
department, or professional or special events 
happening in your life, please e-mail Lynne at 
lsmith@premierhealth.com by the 15th of the 
month. The Faculty and Staff Update will be 
e-mailed the first of the month.
first Annual Resident vs. Attending Relay
A resident vs. attending relay was held on May 16, 2015, and the results are in!
The runners in their running order and their one-mile times are listed below. The course  
was a somewhat challenging trail run with about 1/3 flat, 1/3 uphill, and 1/3 downhill.  
Unfortunately, the second runners did get lost so cannot say for sure who would have won, 
but was a good time regardless. Thanks again.
Resident: Time: Attending: Time:
Dr. Testrake 7 min. 41 sec. Dr. Degroat 7 min. 48 sec.
Dr. Abtahi —lost 
course
9 min. 54 sec. Dr. Ouellette—lost 
course even more
17 min. 35 sec.
Dr. Christ 8 min. 47 sec. Dr. Hellan 11 min. 0 sec.
Dr. Stuever 8 min. 56 sec. Dr. Pecchioni 7 min. 44 sec.
Dr. Campbell 6 min. 29 sec. Dr. Audett 7 min. 2 sec.
Dr. Jason BabcockDr. eddie Bowers
Dr. Damon Campbell Dr. Joshua gustafson Dr. fedrico Tozzi
Students 
Introduction to Clinical Medicine at Wright State University  
Boonshoft School of Medicine was held on June 22, 2015.  
Thank you Drs. McCarthy, Roelle, Jacobs, and Sweet for helping 
with the suture lab!  
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Wright State Physicians
Miami Valley Hospital Wall of excellence 
Miami Valley Wall of Excellence recognizes Anne 
House, n.P. Anne works with the trauma program 
at Miami Valley Hospital. “Anne is a total joy to work 
with. She reaches out to patients and talks to them 
about their concerns, keeping them informed and 
making them feel like part of the team. She treats 
everyone with respect, regardless of who they are. She strives to 
make a difference for our patients and their families.”  
Congratulations Anne!
Please welcome Melissa osborne, L.P.n., who 
has joined the Department of Surgery in our 5253 
office. Melissa completed the medical billing and 
coding program and the licensed practical nurse 
program at Miami Valley Career Technology Center. 
She has spent the beginning of her nursing career 
in long-term care and is looking forward to the challenge of working  
in the surgical department at Wright State Physicians. She can be 
reached at 208-2552 or melissa.osborne@wrightstatephysicians.org. 
Scholarly Activity 
(faculty bolded, residents/students italicized)
Case Report  
Bauman Z, nanagas V, Jr. The Combination of Gastroschisis, 
Jejunal Atresia, and Colonic Atresia in a Newborn. Case Reports in 
Pediatrics, vol. 2015, Article ID 129098, 4 pages, 2015. 
doi:10.1155/2015/129098. 
